Guide to Responsible Dog Ownership in our Towns and Villages

Produced by South Somerset District Council’s 

Streetscene Enforcement Officers
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In response to an increased number of complaints about dogs fouling pavements, verges and amenity areas, we are circulating this leaflet to local dog owners.

Dog Owners Guide to Keeping Our

Towns & Villages Clean
· Give your dog plenty of exercise but keep it under control. You are legally responsible for your dog’s conduct.

· Always clear up after your dog. Failure to do so may lead to a fine of up to £1000.

· Train your dog to use your garden if at all possible.

· In the interests of public health, do not allow your dog onto sports fields & pitches.

· Dog faeces can be disposed of with your domestic waste, if double wrapped.

· Your dog must wear a tag bearing your name and address whilst in a public place. Tags are available from the Council, pet shops or vets.

· If you allow your children to exercise your dog, explain to them that they are responsible for the dog’s behaviour.

· The Enforcement Officers actively seize dogs, which are unattended in public areas. Seized dogs are taken to the Council’s Kennelling facility and only released on payment of prescribed charges.

· Children can contract diseases such as toxocariosis and salmonellosis from dog mess. Ensure that your dog is wormed regularly.

The Enforcement Officers are promoting responsible dog ownership throughout South Somerset. They work closely with Parish and Town Councils to identify and target problem areas. Fur further information, contact your local Enforcement Officer on (01935) 462462.
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Please take pride in our Towns

and Villages by cleaning

up after your dog.

